
RIVERWALK & PUBLIC LANDING



PUBLIC MEETING #3 AGENDA:
1. Welcome & Introductions

2. Overview of Project Process

3. TRAIL: 
• Input from Forum #1 and others
• Presentation of Preliminary Concept Plan, Permitting 
• Questions?

4. LANDING: 
• Input from Forum #2 and others
• Presentation of Preliminary Concept Plans, Permitting
• Questions?

5. “Open House” Style Review

6. Next Steps



TIMELINE:



RIVERWALK PROJECT APPROACH: 

Camden’s Emerald Necklace



Boston…
…Maine…

…East Coast…



Camden’s Open Space Legacy…



FORUM #1 Summary of Comments

1. Existing open spaces provide starting points, open 
space opportunities, and visible trail access. 

2. Adapt trail design and materials to specific locations.
3. The Middle School is interested in increasing use of 

experiential learning in natural environment.
4. Several landowners are ready and willing to allow 

trail across their properties by easement.
5. We will respect privacy where requested and use 

existing sidewalks as links.
6. Use icons or „branding‟ to identify trail, encourage use 

and increase safety.
7. Keep a Camden look to things: Simple, durable, 

rugged, and natural.
8. Connect the RiverWalk to other trails and attractions 

(e.g. waterfalls) to promote visitor use. 



RIVERWALK: Benefits



People are talking 
about trails…

• “fitness and health”

• “relaxation and solitude”

• “fun and enjoyment”

• “seeking a challenge”

• “learning about nature”



Community Benefits

• Increase livability

• Places for casual meetings

• Foster community involvement

• Provide accessible recreation

• Connect people and places

• “Eyes on the streets”



Transportation Benefits

• Reduce congestion and parking

• Provide alternative to cars

• Decrease traffic 

• Provide alternatives to people who 
do not drive or own a car



• Lower the risk of heart disease 

• Lower blood pressure

• Reduce high cholesterol

• Help control body weight

• Reduce risk of diabetes

Health Benefits



Economic Benefits

• Reduce cost of medical care and sick 
leave ($3 saved for every $1 trail cost)

• Maintain independence of elders 
…reduces cost of institutional care

• Affordable transportation… 13% of 
household income spent on cars

• Property: Value increases when served 
by trails and open space (RWJ) 



PRELIMINARY

CONCEPT PLAN
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Point 1 to Point 2

.42 miles

Point 2 to Point 3

.18 miles









Point 3 to Point 4

.36 miles

Point 4 to Point 5

.21 miles



Point 5 to Point 7

.85 miles

Point 6 SPUR

.61 miles



Point 7 to Point 8

.23 miles

Point 8 to Point 9

.15 miles

Point 8 to Point 10

.10 miles



PRELIMINARY 

PERMITTING OVERVIEW:

1. We didn't find any deal-breaker 

resources (e.g., known endangered 

species) that would prevent the trail 

or landing projects;



4. As with the Tannery section of 

the trail, specific projects will 

need site-specific wetland 

delineations;

5. Proposed bridges would 

go through more complex 

permitting processes;



5. A bridge in the harbor would be the most 

complex element to permit;

6. Trails in wetlands 

will likely need to be 

boardwalks on piles.





PRELIMINARY

PHASING 

PLAN

Shirttail 

Point

ExistingSeabright

Park

Green space

at Library, 
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& Harbor



PRELIMINARY

PHASING 

PLAN

Tannery 

riverfront 

trail

Middle School

River trail

Downtown & 

Everywhere: 

SIGNAGE

Short-term

At all 

existing 

access 

points:

SIGNAGE



PRELIMINARY

PHASING 

PLAN

Town land

& bridge

to west side 

river trail

Long-range

Connections to

Camden Hills

State Park
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possible links 

and visual 

access points 

in downtown





QUESTIONS?


